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INDUSTRY ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
April 9, 2008
Hosted and Chaired by Edgar Camerino of Rick Engineering Company

I. WELCOME 

The April 9, 2008 San Diego MESA Alliance Industry Advisory Board Meeting was called to order at 1:45 pm by Theresa M. Garcia.
II. Introductions

Members Present

Name



Company


Phone


Email
Baker, Victor


SEMPRA Utilities

(858) 650-4116

vbaker@semprautilities.com
Bakhiet, Ph.D, Raga

Southwestern College MESA
(619) 482-6381

rbakhiet@swccd.edu
Funk, Charlotte


KYOCERA America, Inc.
(858) 576-2706

charlotte.funk@kyocera.com
Garcia, Claudia


NAVAIR


(619) 545-5579

CLAUDIA.A.GARCIA@navy.mil
Garcia, Theresa M. 

SDSU MESA Engr Program 
(619) 594-7704

tgarcia@mail.sdsu.edu
Gooden, Carol


NASLAND Engineering

(858) 292-7770

carolg@nasland.com
Landau, Cindy


Rick Engineering Co.

(619) 291-0707

CLandau@rickengineering.com


Lutes, Brianna


Infrastructure Engineering Corp.
(619) 413-2400

blutes@iecorporation.com
Pamintuan, Eric


MESA/STEP


(619) 594-7419

epamintuan@projects.sdsu.edu
Ponomarenko, Ph.D, Alyson
San Diego City College MESA
(619) 388-3393

aponomar@sdccd.edu
Ramos, Jeanette

Imperial Valley MESA

(760) 353-2860

jramos@ecesd.org


Schlotte, Wedad

NAVAIR Depot North Island
(619) 545-1957

schlottews@navair.navy.mil
Thomas, Chris


CALTRANS


(619) 688-3620

chris_m_thomas@dot.ca.gov
Villanueva, Angeline

MESA/STEP


(619) 594-2680

anvillanueva@projects.sdsu.edu
Zelkind, Lisa


Sempra Energy Utility - SDGE
(858) 654-1516

lzelkind@semprautilities.com
Guest(s) Present

Name



Company


Phone


Email

Leon, Luis


SHPE Southwestern College
(619) 587-6891

luis.leonbel@gmail.com
Medina, Mariela


SHPE Southwestern College
n/a


mariela.castellanos@gmail.com
Notes
· Theresa Garcia took a moment to apologize for the lack of lunch due to the meetings’ later start time.
· Cindy Landau hosted in place of Edgar Camerino and apologized for the lack of a conference room.
III. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES (February 12, 2008)
A motion to approve the revised minutes of the February 12, 2008 meeting was made by Jeanette Ramos of Imperial Valley MESA and seconded by Carol Gooden of NASLAND Engineering; the minutes were then approved.
IV. PROGRAM UPDATES (all information, unless otherwise noted, given by MESA Directors)
A. San Diego State University (SDSU)
i. MEP
a. Student Research Symposium Summary – The two day SRS was held on February 29-March 1st.  There were a total of 295 submissions, with expectations for next year to exceed that amount.  Two industry representatives were on hand, including BAE Systems, who helped judge.  There were 12 Provosts Awards ($250 each) in the Poster Presentations category and 14 Deans Awards ($250 each) for the Oral Presentations category.  The 11 winners of the Presidents Awards in the Oral Presentations category ($500 each) will attend an upcoming CSU research competition.  Next year the SRS will have another level of awards for undergraduates since a majority of the award winners were masters and doctorate students.  Despite this fact, the judges found it difficult to differentiate the levels between undergraduate and masters’ submissions, a positive sign for the undergraduates and reinforcing the notion that they should have their own level of awards for encouragement and to promote involvement.
b. MEP Scholarship Reception – is the MEP/MSP end of year banquet that will be held on May 1st.  Theresa Garcia thanked BAE Systems, Northrup Grumman, QUALCOMM, Rick Engineering Co., and Sony for being scholarship donors.  Scholarships are not given to a non-matching major.  Companies can specify what major/level of student they wish to donate to.  NBSE, PASE, and SHPE will be presenting. 
c. Outreach – SDSU was asked to host high school students that are interested in transferring.  MEP has hosted in the past with Jr. Shadow Day, and most recently, students from Ventura College.  A MEP student was hired as an outreach coordinator to handle campus tours.
ii. MSP
a. San Diego (Theresa Garcia spoke on behalf of Donna Goyer) – The DVD of a PBS program, “The Innovators:  Designing the Future” that featured the MESA program was distributed.  Jeanette Ramos added an update on the last student featured on the DVD (the student is indeed doing bio-engineering).  Donna Goyer’s  MESA center swept MESA Day’s Math competition (1st 2nd and 3rd places).
b. Imperial Valley – MESA Day Preliminaries were held on March 1st.  It was an extremely large turnout (over 600 6th-12th graders that included middle and high school students).  To help ease hosting duties for next year, the event will split the middle and high school students up into separate groups.  One 7th grade student placed 1st against high school students and he will compete on Senior MESA Day.  The Walk on Water competition will be held on May 17th.  The middle and high school students will be split for this event as well.  Imperial Valley has 100 seniors this year that have been accepted all over several U.C.’s. – Cal Tech, etc.).  One student is a Gates Millennium finalist.  

B. San Diego City College (SDCC) MESA
i. Student Advancement
a. B A STAR – Alyson Ponomarenko took two students (both of which were chosen for the next step in the program, which involves an internship) to the leadership retreat associated with the Basic and Advanced Science and Technology Academies of Research (funded by the NSF) on March 14-16th and completed award winning work.  The rest of the day was spent hiking Yosemite National Park.
b. Student Research Symposium – will be held on May 7th.  Students have to do more to stand out, especially with SDSU’s turnaround in accepting transfer students.  The SRS provides such an opportunity.
ii. City College MESA Family Open House and Awards Celebration – to be held on May 23rd at the organ pavilion in Balboa Park.  SDCC will pass out certificates, awards, and scholarships.  The open house is geared to be family-centric. 
iii. Summer schedule – There will be no summer schedule this year.  Due to the 10% budget cut and pressure from the Dean, SDCC will be closing its MESA center this summer (location aspect closed i.e. no computers for student use, etc.)
C. Southwestern College (SWC) MESA
i. Science Opportunity Day – was held on March 25th.  In terms of student numbers, it was the best outcome for a Science Opportunity Day.  Raga Bakhiet took a moment to thank CALTRANS, SPAWAR, Angeline Villanueva, and Alyson Ponomarenko for their contributions.
a. SPAWAR – has 10 sign ups for summer internship positions.
ii. Majors Meeting – was held on March 29th.  It was revived by MSE Dean Kathy Tyner.  The Majors Meeting informs students about opportunities in all STEM majors and recruits for summer internships.  Next year IAB members will be invited to participate.
iii. Calendar of Events – 4/3/08 Pre-Med Student Panel sponsored by Pre-Health Club, 4/5/08 Science and Engineering Day at Granger Junior High Workshops for the Community (Low income), 4/18/08 SPAWAR Training Academy, 4/19/08 15th Annual Calculator Olympics and Robotics Challenge, 5/9/08 San Diego MESA Alliance End-Of-Year Celebration, 5/23/08 Southwestern College Commencement Ceremony.
iv. End of Year Celebration (IAB & Alliance mixer) – to be held on May 9th.  The San Diego MESA Alliance End-Of-Year Celebration will be at the SWC Crown Cove Aquatic Center from 11am-4pm.  Family and friends are encouraged to come out and celebrate.
v. Transfer numbers – There were 30 SWC-MESA 2007 transfers, destinations ranged from CSU Los Angeles, SDSU, MIT, UC Berkeley, UCSD, USC, to the University Of Trieste, Italy.  MSE Dean Kathy Tyner obtained a few thousand dollars for additional internships to top the 15 total from 2007.  Raga Bakhiet concluded by thanking IAB and Alliance members for their constant support, MSE Dean Kathy Tyner (allotted over $40,000 to the MESA program), and SWC for its generous match to the MESA statewide funds (~ $100,000).
D. Student Organization Representatives – SWC SHPE
i. SWC SHPE Introductions –  Civil Engineer majors Luis Leon (SHPE President) and Mariel Medina (SHPE ICC Representative) reminded the board that SHPE welcomes all, and not just Hispanics.  The chapter has a total of 32 members (19 male and 13 female).  Activities that the chapter participated in for the fall 2007 semester were:  Summer Leadership Retreat, various professional meetings, Science and Engineering Day, and the Annual SHPE Conference which was held in Philadelphia.
ii. E-Week College Night – was held on February 27th at Mar Vista High School.  It consisted of several workshops dealing with financial aid, college information, and a college student panel where high school students and parents can casually ask any questions they had.
iii. Science and Engineering Day – to be held on April 12th from 8am-3pm at Granger Middle School.  The purpose of the event is to expose middle school students to the science and engineering fields.  The donations for the event will be 30 scientific calculators and 5 graphing calculators.

iv. Funding Requests
a. NILA 2008 – The National Institute for Leadership Advancement conference will be held in Forth Worth, Texas on Aug 6-10th.  Two students per chapter are allowed to attend.  The conference was described as a ‘work’ boot camp in that attendance to the numerous events, workshops, and case studies are mandatory and tracked.  The total of $600 includes airfare, occupancy, meals, palm pilot, and access to all workshop sessions for two students.  Alyson Ponomarenko commented that the conference is an excellent tool for training as well as networking, and requested funds for the SDCC SHPE chapter as well.

b. SHPE Conference 2008 – to be held in Phoenix, Arizona on November 12-16th.  It is open to all student professionals and includes corporate tours, a career fair, numerous workshops and company receptions/banquet.  A projected expense for 20 students from the chapter to attend is $6,000 (at $300 per student).
V. Joint MESA Alliance Events 
A. Jr. Shadow Day – was held on February 28th at SDSU.  Jeanette Ramos brought seven students and two seniors applied to SDSU.  It was an interesting experience for the high school students as they shadowed SDSU students and attended their classes with them.  The juniors now want to know the process of applying and how they can get in. 
B. MESA Olympics, April 19 – to be held on April 19th at SDCC.  The calculator Olympics portion (exam) is from 9am-11am.  The event will need proctors and graders.  The Robotics portion is from 12pm-1:30pm and consists of two events:  speed and sumo.  The sumo event is similar to Battle Bots in that the robots have to push the other robots out of the square arena.  The event will need time keepers and high school student participants.  The estimated total of attendees is around 80.  Alyson Ponomarenko thanked Sony for donating the major prizes for the competition.
VI. Task Teams
A. Training Academy:  SPAWAR – to be hosted by SPAWAR for the 2nd time on April 18th from 8am-4pm.  Alliance is trying to have one training academy each semester and will be looking for a company to host for the fall 2008 semester.
B. MESAdvantage (presented by Angeline Villanueva)
i. Update on Summer Team Internships – Students will work for 100 hours, free to industry, covered by a $1,250 stipend provided by the NSF grant.  Hiring on the probability of 20-40 hours is also possible; companies will then supplement the extended pay offer to fall.  The team component aspect of the internship requires a minimum of two students.  The two students do not have to work in the same place, just as long as they are on the same team (through some type of contact).  Despite the aforementioned team component, single interns can be hired to a company as well.  Angeline Villanueva commented that the hiring process is meant to be as convenient for industry as possible i.e. Northrup Grumman was given complete hiring control.
VII. Other Topics:
A. SPSD Update:  NSF Meeting Summary – Alyson Ponomarenko passed out an 8 ½ x11 version of the large format poster that was presented at the NSF STEP PI Grantee conference in Washington D.C.  The green tables under ‘Implementation Progress’ highlighted the items that IAB are familiar with, along with the addition of the new NSF supported items that will be used to prepare students for industry.  In order to follow NSF guidelines, the poster was created in a 1/3rds format.  Overall, NSF’s bottom line was whether or not the program will be making an impact on graduation numbers.  The .PDF version will be sent via e-mail at the next meeting date.  In conclusion, Alyson Ponomarenko apologized for any companies whose logos were missing from the poster, as the companies listed were on board at time of printing.
B. SPSD External Adv. Council Agree to meet 30 minutes prior to each IAB meeting – The current roster of the SPSD External Advisory Council consists of Dolores Ventura (IEC), Tarrence Mack (Hamilton Sundstrand), and Edgar Camerino (Rick Engineering Co.).  The council is looking for additional members.  Agenda items include discussing specifics of events, the work of the grant, and to assist in creating an Open House (i.e. Open House in December 2007).  Although the commitment would be 30 minutes prior to each IAB meeting, chances are the council will probably not meet that often. 
VIII. Building agenda for next meeting – SPSD Summer Team Internship updates.
IX. Adjournment – The formal meeting adjourned at 3:14 PM.
Next meeting:
 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11, 2008
1:30 – 3:30 PM @ RICK ENGINEERING COMPANY
5620 FRIARS ROAD

San Diego, CA  92110-2596
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