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INDUSTRY ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
August 13, 2008
Chaired by Edgar Camerino of Rick Engineering Company
Hosted by Theresa Garcia of SDSU MESA Engineering Program

I. WELCOME 

The August 13, 2008 San Diego MESA Alliance Industry Advisory Board (IAB) meeting was called to order at 1:40 pm by Edgar Camerino.
II. Introductions

Members Present

Name



Company


Phone


Email
Bakhiet, Ph.D, Raga

Southwestern College MESA
(619) 482-6381

rbakhiet@swccd.edu
Balazs, Brett


Raytheon Company

(858) 522-3056

brett_balazs@raytheon.com
Camerino, Edgar

Rick Engineering Company
(619) 271-0707

ecamerino@rickengineering.com
Garcia, Theresa


SDSU MEP


(619) 594-5679

tgarcia@mail.sdsu.edu
Gonzalez, Angel

SDSU MSP


(619) 594-0310

agonzalez@projects.sdsu.edu
Goyer, Donna


SDSU MSP


(619) 594-0299

dgoyer@projects.sdsu.edu
Lutes, Brianna


IEC



(858) 413-2400

blutes@iecorporation.com
Mack, Tarrence


Hamilton Sundstrand

(858) 627-6719

tarrence.mack@hs.utc.com
Pamintuan, Eric


SPSD/MESA


(619) 594-7419

epamintuan@projects.sdsu.edu
Ponomarenko, Ph.D, Alyson
SD City College MESA

(619) 388-3393

aponomar@sdccd.edu
Ramos, Jeanette

Imperial Valley MESA

(760) 353-2860

jramos@ecesd.org
Rower, Judith


BAE Systems


(858) 592-5547

judith.rower@baesystems.com
Thomas, Chris


CALTRANS


(619) 688-3620

chris_m_thomas@dot.ca.gov
Ventura, Dolores

IEC



(858) 413-2400

dventura@iecorporation.com
Yang, Angeline Villanueva
SPSD/MESA


(619) 594-2680

anvillanueva@projects.sdsu.edu
Zelkind, Lisa


Sempra Energy Utility – SDGE
(858) 654-1516

lzelkind@semprautilities.com
Guest(s) Present

Name



Company


Phone


Email

Chipps, Preston


SDSU Career Services

(619) 594-1681

pchipps@mail.sdsu.edu
Farmer, Christa


SDSU Univ. Relations & Dev.
(619) 594-7912

cfarmer@mail.sdsu.edu
Gonzalez, Juan


SDSU MSP


(619) 594-0311

jugonzalez@projects.sdsu.edu
Hayhurst, Ph.D, Dean David T.
SDSU College of Engineering
(619) 594-6061

dhayhurs@mail.sdsu.edu
Smith, Daniel


SDSU NSBE


(619) 723-2455

nsbesdsu_treasurer@yahoo.com
Stollenwerk-Freeman, Jean
Sierra Wireless


(760) 476-8646

jfreeman@sierrawireless.com
Turntine, Chris


SDSU Career Services

(619) 594-4382

turntine@mail.sdsu.edu
Ventura, Lola


n/a



n/a


n/a
Notes
· Chair Edgar Camerino and Vice-Chair Tarrence Mack were excused from the meeting at 2:30 pm, before agenda item VI.
III. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES (June 11, 2008)
A motion to approve the minutes of the June 11, 2008 meeting was made by Dolores Ventura of Infrastructure Engineering Corporation (IEC) and seconded by Raga Bakhiet of SWC MESA; the minutes were then approved.
IV. GUEST SPEAKER

A. SDSU College of Engineering Dean David T. Hayhurst – There were approximately 64,000 SDSU student applications for 7,000 openings, with the College of Engineering already being 40% larger than it was 6-7 years ago.  The university has decided a new engineering building will be atop its priority list and has already hired a consulting firm for planning, along with board members, of which, the Dean and Theresa Garcia are a part of.  Please contact Theresa Garcia for input on what the new engineering support center should encompass.  A possible idea was to model it after Southwestern College’s one stop student center.  The Dean thanked the MESA program and it’s supporting companies for the fantastic work they have done over the years.
V. PROGRAM UPDATES (all information, unless otherwise noted, given by MESA Directors)
A. SDSU MESA Engineering Program (MEP)
i. PBS&J $5,000 donation – was awarded to the SDSU MEP to benefit the annual SDMA Leadership Summit.  Ventura College and East Los Angeles College will be joining the Alliance in a weekend of competitions and activities built to strengthen skills that make a great leader.  Theresa Garcia thanked PBS&J for the donation on the behalf of the SDMA.

ii. Fall recruitment – 75% of students in the program are MESA (1st generation to attend college or low income, or in math, engineering, sciences majors) whilst the remaining 25% are Science, Technology, Engineering Programs (STEP) via the National Science Foundation (NSF) grant (which is how the program is able to increase the number of students accepted into the program).  MEP hopes to have breakdown by ethnicity, majors, gender, etc. at the next IAB meeting.
B. SDSU MESA Schools Program (MSP)

i. SDSU MESA Days & volunteers (Sat Mar 14, 2009) – Each year San Diego MESA middle and high school students compete at MESA Days Preliminary competitions at SDSU.  The winners then proceed to go to their respective regional competition (Jr. or HS), where 1 project is selected out of 2 categories to compete at Nationals.
ii. Regional HS MESA Days & volunteers (Sat Apr 4, 2009) – will be held in Irvine, CA where there is expected to be 450 students, teachers, and local press coming out for the event.  Preliminary winners who compete at Regionals and successfully take home awards once again will be invited to compete in a National MESA competition.
iii. Regional Jr. MESA Days & volunteers (Sat Apr 18, 2009) – will now be hosted at SDSU.  It is a full days worth of engineering competitions (from 8:00 – 4:00 pm) amongst over 400 MESA middle and high school students from all over southern California.  All 3 events are a good opportunity to show partnership amongst students, parents, teachers, staff, and industry.  SDSU MSP has grown to service 15 middle and high schools, over 300 students, and has expanded into the Escondido area, with Juan Gonzalez being the North County Coordinator.  Any type of support, through donation of materials, funds, and/or volunteers, would be greatly appreciated.  Specifics will be given at the next IAB meeting. Please contact Donna Goyer or Angel Gonzalez for more information.
iv. Transfer students scholarships – Theresa Garcia will provide seed funds of $250 to SDSU’s MSP and Imperial Valley’s MSP pre-college students with the hopes that it encourages students to come to SDSU (or our sister community colleges) in MESA majors.  Edgar Camerino suggested that a 1 page letter stating intent of support be sent to the IAB.
C. SDSU Imperial Valley MSP

i. MESA Days Prelims (Sat Feb 21, 2009) – Students from middle and high schools in the Imperial Valley area compete in Preliminaries, winners go on to Regionals.
ii. Student updates – The El Centro based program is running into its 5th year and as of last year, 62% of MESA seniors were admitted into STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) majors, with an average GPA of 3.293.  Four MESA seniors received the acclaimed Gates Millennium Scholarship, which has accumulated into 7 students within 3 years already.  Alliance events such as Shadow Day and Jr. Shadow Day are having positive impacts on the students, such as with Adiel Ruiz, who committed to a career in engineering after attending Shadow Day at CALTRANS. 
D. City College MESA

i. SHPE-NILA in Dallas, Texas (Aug 6-10, 2008) – 5 students from San Diego attended the Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers (SHPE) National Institute for Leadership Advancement (NILA).  A City College student took 3rd place whilst the 1st place team won with a remarkable presentation of ‘Hollywood Squares;’ with famous engineers replacing the usual celebrities.

ii. City College 1st Year Experience Student Success day (Sat Aug 16, 2008) – is a great event to be used as a recruitment tool to promote the MESA majors.
iii. New Academic Success Center building – at City College is expected to be completed by December 2008 (the campus L Building).
E. Southwestern College MESA

i. MSE Dean Kathy Tyner recognition – MSE Dean Kathy Tyner was unable to attend the meeting.
ii. MESA Night (Mon Sep 15, 2008) – 15 students who interned with SPAWAR, NAVAIR, UCSD’s Hughes Scholar program, and at the University of Minnesota over the summer will present their research in front of staff, students, and community members from 5:00 – 8:00 pm (as well as at the NSF/MESA Summer Team Internship Luncheon).
iii. Walk on Water competition (Sat Oct 18, 2008) – SWC’s Walk on Water team looks to improve this year after La Jolla High School has consistently taken the crown.
iv. MESA Center - received new furniture thanks to a grant from SWC’s Associated Students Organization.
F. Student organization representatives - SDSU National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) Treasurer Daniel Smith (Junior, Computer Engineering) presented for the nationally known organization chapter.  A common misconception about NSBE is that it is only for African-American students.  NSBE is available to and provides for any engineers who wish to excel academically, make use of their ‘test bank’, and succeed professionally.  The chapter at SDSU is in a distinctive situation in that all of its board members either graduated or left.  This presents a unique challenge and is listed in the chapters 2008-2009 goals, ‘Increase awareness/leaderships in NBSE’.  Last year NSBE won ‘Region Website of the Year’ and they hope to defend that title again this year.  Daniel Smith concluded by asking for support for two upcoming events, the Fall Regional Conference and their National Conference, and thanking the SDMA and the IAB for being key players in NSBE’s success.  Edgar Camerino proposed that all student chapters collaborate in writing a proposal letter for support from IAB.
i. Student chapter reporting form – Theresa Garcia noted that all student organizations have a voice at IAB meetings via the ‘Student Chapter Reporting Form’ handout since all cannot attend the IAB meetings.
VI. Joint MESA Alliance Events

A. 2008-2009 calendar of events – gives IAB members a chance to save the date.  Activities and events happen around the same time every year.  Though the calendar is not exhaustive, it lists the important events by participants.  It will be e-mailed to all IAB members.

B. Joint Planning Conference (Fri Aug 22, 2008) – Theresa Garcia thanked Brett Balazs and Phong Bach at Raytheon for hosting the event and Qualcomm for co-sponsoring. The JPC brings officers from student organizations all over San Diego, wherever there is a chapter, to coordinate calendars, discourage conflict, and encourage collaboration.  The resulting calendar and student organization rosters will be e-mailed to all IAB members.
C. SDSU & UCSD Transfer campus tours (Oct 3 & 17, 2008 respectively) – Demographic information is hard to capture (such as what majors will be represented) for the transfer tours since facilitators cannot guarantee attendance.
D. SHPE Nationals in Phoenix, AZ (Nov 12-16, 2008) – Members of SHPE that are attending will be traveling by bus.
E. Shadow Day (Thu Nov 20, 2008) – gives students the opportunity to get a good feel of their potential future jobs by shadowing participating companies.  In the past, companies have done workshops, actual shadows, and/or projects for the students.  During the application process, students are asked what their major is and provide a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd preference as to what company they would like to be matched with.  Afterwards, the companies and MEP finalize the matching.  Natasha Celise will be sending information and application packets.
VII. Task Teams

A. MESAdvantage

i. Summer team internships / luncheon (Thu Aug 14, 2008) – The STEP grant provided 100 hours for $1,250 ($12.50/hour) for each intern.  Companies were allowed to compensate the interns through their own funds or could pay them more at the cost of fewer hours.  The program was very flexible with what the companies needed.  A third of the 33 summer interns will continue with their companies over the summer.  The other two-thirds were unable to be retained by the companies due to companies not having funds to compensate them.  Students had positive experiences overall, such as with Sempra (who flew students outside for training) and Northrop Grumman (hosting lunch time socials), and are looking for more opportunities.  Supervisors concluded that the students were great matches and good interns.  The interns will be presenting posters based on their internships at the luncheon, which is the main component of the ‘team’ aspect of the program.  The students are paired by major if the two students did not intern at the same company.  Angeline Villanueva Yang will have application packets for companies by October 30, 2008, for the next summer internships.

ii. Joint Professional Development Conference (JPDC) (Thu Oct 30, 2008)
a. Guest Speaker – Preston Chipps was introduced as the liaison to the College of Engineering by SDSU Career Services Representative Chris Turntine.  The SDSU Career Fair, in collaboration with JPDC, will be an opportunity to help students build a bridge to their future careers.  A basic agenda has been established; there will be a breakfast in the morning, with student leaders from NBSE, SHPE, PASE, etc. invited (time TBD).  The career fair for engineering and sciences will take place from 10:00 – 2:30.  Approximately 50 employers have expressed interest and 21 are currently registered.  Also during this time, companies have the option to host seminars (7-8 total spots).  At a TBD time there will also be a networking/social event in a formal setting for MEP.  The final touches are being worked on for a simple registration process.  For example, invoices can be easily updated if a company decides to add another event on their registration.  Chris Turntine thanked the IAB members for their participation/support in the engineering and sciences.  The event is still open to suggestions and ideas, specifically pertaining to how student organizations will be participating.  Theresa Garcia thanked those who responded to the e-mail poll.
B. Training Academies – will be tentatively hosted by CALTRANS and Hamilton Sundstrand.  The Training Academy event is different from the Shadow Day event in that it is an introduction of the workforce for the students involved, with focus on more hands-on work.  There is one each semester, or two a semester depending on any majors remaining that were not covered by the other company.  CALTRANS, for example, is tentatively scheduled for the fall semester and they cover Civil Engineering majors.  The event is primarily for MESA students; however, student organizations such as NSBE, PASE, SHPE, etc. are looked upon to fill up any available openings.
VIII. Other Topics

A. February 2009 IAB reschedule/cancellation – IAB meets every other month on the 2nd Wednesday at Rick Engineering Company from 1:30 – 3:30 pm.  Members present approved to reschedule the Wednesday, February 11, 2009 meeting a week earlier to Wednesday, February 4, 2009.
B. Company announcements – N/A
C. MESA pipeline – Tarrence Mack suggested showing the MESA pipeline from the pre-college level all the way into industry would benefit recruiters and their companies at events such as JPDC/Career Fair, etc and can also be potentially used as a marketing tool.
IX. Building agenda for next meeting – N/A
X. Adjournment – The formal meeting adjourned at 3:11 PM.







Next meeting:


�Wednesday, October 8, 2008 from 1:30 – 3:30 PM


At Rick Engineering Company


5620 Friars Road, San Diego, CA 92110-2596
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