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INDUSTRY ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
December 10, 2008
Chaired and hosted by Edgar Camerino of Rick Engineering Company
I. WELCOME 

The December 10, 2008 San Diego MESA Alliance (SDMA) Industry Advisory Board (IAB) meeting was called to order at 1:39 pm by Chair Edgar Camerino.
II. Introductions

Members Present

Name



Company


Phone


Email
Camerino, Edgar

Rick Engineering Company
(619) 271-0707

ecamerino@rickengineering.com
Celise, Natasha Forbes

SDSU MEP


(619) 594-7704

ncelise@mail.sdsu.edu
Chavez, Thelma


SDSU Maximizing Sci. Potential
(619) 594-7195

tchavez@sunstroke.sdsu.edu
Faltaous, Michelle

County of SD – Public Works
(858) 874-4018

michelle.faltaous@sdcounty.ca.gov
Funk, Charlotte


KYOCERA America, Inc.
(858) 576-2706

charlotte.funk@kyocera.com
Garcia, Theresa


SDSU MEP


(619) 594-5679

tgarcia@mail.sdsu.edu
Gooden, Carol


Nasland Engineering

(858) 292-7770

carolg@nasland.com
Goyer, Donna


SDSU MSP


(619) 594-0299

dgoyer@projects.sdsu.edu
Landau, Cynthia


Rick Engineering Company
(619) 291-0707

clandau@rickengineering.com
Lutes, Brianna


Infrastructure Engineering Corp.
(858) 413-2400

blutes@iecorporation.com
Pamintuan, Eric


SPSD/MESA


(619) 594-7419

epamintuan@projects.sdsu.edu
Ponomarenko, Ph.D, Alyson
SD City College MESA

(619) 388-3393

aponomar@sdccd.edu
Rower, Judith


BAE Systems


(858) 592-5547

judith.rower@baesystems.com
Stollenwerk-Freeman, Jean
Sierra Wireless


(760) 476-8646

jfreeman@sierrawireless.com
Thomas, Chris


CALTRANS


(619) 688-3620

chris_m_thomas@dot.ca.gov
Ventura, Dolores

Infrastructure Engineering Corp.
(858) 413-2400

dventura@iecorporation.com
Yang, Angeline Villanueva
SPSD/MESA


(619) 594-2680

ayang@projects.sdsu.edu
Zelkind, Lisa


Sempra Energy Utility – SDG&E
(858) 654-1516

lzelkind@semprautilities.com
Guest(s) Present

Name



Company


Phone


Email

Diaz, Abril


Imperial Valley MESA

(760) 353-2860

abril.diaz@ecesd.org
Rivers, Chris


MESA Statewide

(510) 987-0990

chris.rivers@ucop.edu
III. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES (October 8, 2008)
A motion to approve the minutes of the October 8, 2008 meeting was made by Judith Rower of BAE Systems and seconded by Carol Gooden of Nasland Engineering; the minutes were then approved.
IV. GUEST SPEAKER

A. Chris Rivers of MESA Statewide

i. 2008 Math Science Initiative
 – Donna Goyer’s MESA Schools Program (MSP) is currently supported by seed money from AT&T Foundation.  Both the MSP and MESA Engineering Program’s (MEP) funding will end in 2009.  MESA Statewide has been successful in matching approximately $500,000 to MESA programs in the San Francisco Bay area.  However, San Diego has its differences compared to San Francisco in that per capita of foundation and corporation giving differs greatly between the two cities.  Also, most companies in the San Diego area are small and do not yet have a plan for ‘diversity’.  Chris Rivers’ primary concern is to seek strategies that will help keep the SDSU MSP alive.  Eventually, with funding, the hope is to have 400 students from 17-18 schools jump up to 1,500 students from 50 schools, with a 3 year time frame to do so.  Supporting San Diego MESA will enable it to strengthen the academic pipeline that produces San Diego employers’ Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) workforce and recognize the supporting foundation/sponsor’s role as an early investor and aiding shape the program.
As MESA strolls into its 40th year, a conference is being setup tentatively for May 2009 on a single day from 9:00 – 12:00 pm, that will allow professionals to see what is working with the MESA programs.  Chris Rivers is currently in talks with Chief Executive Officer of Qualcomm Dr. Paul E. Jacobs, SDSU College of Engineering Dean David T. Hayhurst, and Program Manager of San Diego Regional Economic Development Corporation Jennifer Henry, to be an Honorary Chair.  Project Lead the Way (PLTW) may co-sponsor the conference.
IAB members can help with this conference in two ways.  One would be through tax deductible donations.  The other would be to serve a role as an ambassador at the conference to demonstrate to the non-supporters of MESA that it is an excellent program that helps everyone; trickling from the nation, to the state, down to local communities and companies.  The idea is that non-supporters will be eager to support MESA after hearing an IAB member talk about how MESA has helped their own company.  Edgar Camerino mentioned that all ambassadors should have the same message, whether it is through informal or formal discussions.  Chris Rivers acknowledged this and will provide documents that will state the overview of the campaign and also documents specific to IAB members.  
The key message is that K-12 students will be needed to fill the void in STEM fields and continue the MESA pipeline.  Theresa thanked Chris Rivers and MESA Statewide for coming down and supporting San Diego and added that IAB meetings in February 2009 and April 2009 can also be used to finalize the aforementioned details.
V. PROGRAM UPDATES (all information, unless otherwise noted, given by respective MESA directors)
A. SDSU MESA Engineering Program (MEP)
i. MEP Transfer Orientation Industry / Alumni panel – was held on Friday, November 7, 2008, during Theresa Garcia’s Engineering 96 (E96) class.  The E96 course helps ease the transition from high school or community college to SDSU.  Adam Straubinger of ARMA Design, Brianna Lutes of Infrastructure Engineering Corporation, Daisy Galeana of Solar Turbines, and Maria Victoria Charles of Hamilton Sundstrand made up the alumni panel.  Theresa Garcia hopes to continue the panel again for the E96 course in Fall 2009 due to student response.  
There was also an engineering and science faculty panel, consisting of Professors Love, May-Newman, Olevsky, and Roch, who presented their research, which garnered interest from students, held on Friday, December 5, 2008.
ii. PG&E MESA Student Leadership Conference – was held on November 7-9, 2008 in San Ramon, California.  SDSU MEP students interning with Lisa Zelkind at SDG&E impressed PG&E so much that PG&E sent an invite to Theresa Garcia for the PG&E MESA Student Leadership Conference. Initially only 3 students were supposed to attend but Theresa Garcia was able to make inquiries on an additional 2 students.  The students were picked based on criteria established by PG&E and MESA Statewide.  The criteria the students had to fulfill were: freshman and/or sophomore class level, 3.0+ GPA, and a specific major(s).  SDSU was just one of three Southern California campuses invited to the exclusive Northern California event.  
There were more than 100 students in attendance and the days were filled with workshops and lectures, with Saturday’s agenda calling for breakfast at 7:00 am and activities running up to 10:30 pm.  The Director of Program Operations for MESA Statewide, Juanita Muniz-Torres, was impressed by the SDSU MEP students that attended.  SDSU MEP has been invited to attend again next year.  Theresa Garcia thanked the IAB for helping shape the aforementioned students into the leaders that they are today.
iii. Graduation & Scholarship Banquet – has been changed from Wednesday, May 6, 2009 at the Mission Valley Marriott to Monday, May 4, 2009 at SDSU’s Montezuma Hall.  Renovations to Aztec Center, in which Montezuma Hall is located in, are set to occur late in the summer of 2009.
B. SDSU MESA Schools Program (MSP)

i. SDSU MESA Days (Preliminaries) – Both MESA Days will be held at SDSU on Campanile Walkway from 8:00 – 4:00 pm.  During MESA Days’ competitions, all of the MESA students in San Diego come to SDSU with their projects, to compete with students from other schools. Winners then go on to the MESA Regional Competition.
a. SDSU MESA Days – will be held on Saturday, March 14, 2009.
b. Jr. Regionals – will be held on Saturday, April 18, 2009.
ii. Science Expo Alliance event – will be held on Saturday, April 4, 2009 at Balboa Park.  The Expo Day is part of the San Diego Science Festival as a culmination of month long interactive activities and displays that are student friendly.  The museums will also be open so it would be good to bring any family or friends as well.  Donna Goyer will not be present, however, due to MESA Days High School Regionals in Irvine occurring on the same day.
iii. High Tech Fair – to be held on Wednesday, March 11, 2009 at the Del Mar Fairgrounds in Wyland Hall.  This fair is similar to the aforementioned Expo Day as it is designed to inspire younger people in the STEM fields.
C. SDSU Imperial Valley MSP – Abril Diaz spoke on behalf of Director Jeanette Ramos, who is out on maternity leave.
i. LEGO Robotics Competition – will be held on Saturday, December 13, 2008.  200 high school students signed up, forming 34 teams.  An additional 35 teams have been formed with students from various middle schools.  Community involvement and press coverage are items that Imperial Valley MSP would like to see increase for their events.  Preparations for MESA Days Preliminaries in March 2009 will be underway once the competition is over.
D. City College MESA

i. Departures – Front desk clerk Erika Leon will be leaving the MESA office at the end of this Fall 2008 semester.  MESA student Nino Yosinao will be transferring to Cornell University in New York for Spring 2009.
E. Southwestern College MESA

i. Science Opportunity Day – will be held on Tuesday, March 24, 2009.  Students can talk to working professional scientists about careers and how to reach career goals. The event is free (for both industry and students) and open to all students and community members.
F. Student organization representatives

i. Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers (SHPE) National Conference – was held on November 12-16, 2008 in Phoenix, Arizona.  MESA in San Diego supported 1½ buses to send out close to 100 SHPE students to the SHPE National Conference.  Lisa Zelkind was present and admitted that the event turnout was good and was impressed by the caliber of students in attendance.  
NSBE will be offered a bus as well for their National Conference in Las Vegas.  A joint proposal form will be sent via e-mail by the following student chapters:  National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE), Pacific Asian Society of Engineers (PASE), and SHPE of SDSU.
VI. Joint MESA Alliance Events

A. Walk on Water (WOW) competition – was held on Saturday, October 18, 2008 at Southwestern College.  Teams from La Jolla High School did not participate this year due to a conflicting event their students had to attend.  The competition was tight while many teams stayed afloat.
B. Shadow Day – was held on Thursday, November 20, 2008.  Natasha Forbes-Celise first thanked the IAB for opening their doors that allowed for the overall success of the Shadow Day event as a whole.  16 companies participated, including Morse High School.  It seemed there were a few more cancellations this year than prior years which led to the debate of how to make students who cancel accountable.  Suggested ideas were to withhold letters of recommendation, internships, stipends, scholarships, and future Shadow Day opportunities.  Although 100% attendance is unlikely since students have their share of hiccups in life, the Alliance does not want to risk its relationship with industry.  

Recruiting companies that cater to physical science majors (i.e. bio engineering firms, pharmaceutical) are a must for future Shadow Days.  Application forms will also be revised so that specialties can be taken into consideration (i.e. a student may focus on structural engineering but might be matched with a company dealing only with civil engineering) and a response deadline will be added.  If a student does not respond to initial contact by MESA staff by the deadline, they will be replaced indefinitely, since cancellations on the day of the event are embarrassing.  This situation occurred with Pfizer and MESA staff was unable to replace the students who cancelled with students on the waitlist since it was too late.  

Angeline Villanueva Yang will be taking over next year and since she works with all 3 campuses (SDCC, SDSU, and SWC); perhaps the student contact can be smoother.  Please submit an evaluation form with any suggestions and/or comments.
C. Leadership Summit – will be held on February 27-March 1, 2009 at the Indian Hills Camp in Jamul, California.  Dolores Ventura confirmed her attendance to present as part of a professional development seminar.  The Leadership Summit is an annual camping retreat that provides workshops, seminars, and activities that all focus on the results from a timed 30 minute Strengths Quest test (taken prior to the event).  SDSU MEP Director Theresa Garcia and Assistant Director Natasha Forbes-Celise will not be attending as they will be in Los Angeles’ Century Plaza for NAMEPA’s 30th Anniversary Conference, where 3 SDSU MEP students have received nominations.
VII. Task Teams

A. MESAdvantage
i. Joint Professional Development Conference (JPDC) & SDSU’s Science and Engineering Career Fair – was held on Thursday, October 30, 2008.  The JPDC this year tried a new concept in ‘speed networking,’ which was different from normal career fairs and prior JPDC’s.  A majority of student and company representatives in attendance agreed that more time was needed at each table and that the signup process for students should be quicker.  Some students preferred the ‘speed networking’ over a typical career fair because they get to hear questions/answers from other students, it eliminates waiting a booth for another student to finish speaking with a company representative, and students may visit a table of a company they normally would not have visited at a ‘booth’ style career fair.  The student organization presentation was redundant for industry members.  Edgar Camerino and Dolores Ventura suggested that it should be around 5 minutes and focus on what each organization does.
ii. 2009 Summer Team Internships – are now being recruited for on the industry and faculty side.  Angeline Villanueva Yang will e-mail IAB members the application packet and further details.  To recap, the grant from NSF awarded to the SDMA allows for stipends of $1,250 to students for 100 internship hours, with 12 students from each campus.  The grant ends in 2011, so it is a great opportunity for companies to take advantage of free internships.  The program is extremely flexible with whatever needs individual companies may require (i.e. recruitment/interview/matching process, hourly wage, scheduling, etc.).  

Lisa Zelkind commented that all 3 of her interns are still working at SDG&E and have been a great addition to their team.  1/3rd of the companies that participated last year wanted to keep their interns past the summer but was unable to do so due to the condition of the economy.  Proposed dates for the calendar timeline included January 2009 for submission of company interest forms, April for the student selection process, the day or so after Memorial Day in May for initial intern work, July for the interns’ poster presentations and evaluations, and August for the poster presentation luncheon.  Chris Rivers added that the interns’ posters should also be showcased at a future MESA Statewide conference in May 2009.
B. Training Academies (Spring 2009) – Hosted by CALTRANS & Hamilton Sundstrand – Chris Thomas confirmed the Training Academy event with CALTRANS.  A finalized date will need to be arranged.
VIII. Other Topics

A. Company Announcements – Theresa Garcia took a moment to mention Eric Pamintuan’s 1 year anniversary with MESA since being hired to help with the NSF/STEP grant and its related activities.
IX. Building agenda for next meeting
A. Student organization representatives are not invited to December IAB meetings.  They will be invited at subsequent meetings starting in February of 2009.
X. Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 2:59 PM.

XI. White Elephant gift exchange






Next meeting:�Wednesday, February 4, 2009 from 1:30 – 3:30 PM


Rick Engineering Company


5620 Friars Road, San Diego, CA 92110-2596














� See distributed ‘2008 Math Science Initiative’ PowerPoint packet


� See distributed handout, ‘Student Chapter Reporting Form’
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