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INDUSTRY ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

December 11, 2007

Hosted and Chaired by Edgar Camerino of Rick Engineering Company

I. WELCOME 

The December 11, 2007 San Diego MESA Alliance Industry Advisory Board Meeting was called to order at 2:20 pm by Vice Chair, Edgar Camerino while Chair, Tarrence Mack, greeted and escorted board members to the meeting room.
II. Introductions

Members Present

Name



Company


Phone


Email

Bakhiet Ph.D, Raga

Southwestern College MESA
619-482-6381

rbakhiet@swccd.edu
Camerino, Edgar

Rick Engineering Company
(619) 271-0707

ecamerino@rickengineering.com
Forbes-Celise, Natasha

SDSU MESA Engr Program
(619) 594-7704

ncelise@mail.sdsu.edu 

Garcia, Theresa M. 

SDSU MESA Engr Program 
(619) 594-7704

tgarcia@mail.sdsu.edu
Gooden, Carol


Nasland Engineering

(858) 292-7770

carolg@nasland.com
Goyer, Donna


SDSU MESA Schools Program
(619) 594-0299

dgoyer@projects.sdsu.edu
Jackson, Katy


Qualcomm, Inc.


(858) 651-3338

katyj@qualcomm.com
Lutes, Brianna


IEC 



(858) 413-2400

blutes@iecorporation.com
Mack, Tarrence


Hamilton Sundstrand

(858) 627-6719

tarrence.mack@hs.utc.com
Philpot, Alan


PEO C41 SPAWAR

(858) 537-8596

alan.philpott@navy.com
Ponomarenko Ph.D, Alyson
San Diego City College MESA
(619) 388-3393

aponomarenko@sdccd.edu
Thomas, Chris


CALTRANS


(619) 688-3620

chris_m_thomas@dot.ca.gov
Reid, Latasha


Infrastructure Engineering Corp
(858) 413-2400

lreid@iecorporation.com
Ventura, Dolores

Infrastructure Engineering Corp
(858) 413-2400

lreid@iecorporation.com
Guest Present

Name



Company


Phone


Email

Balazs, Brett


Raytheon


(858) 522-3056

brett_balazs@raytheon.com
Caillouette, Ed


Parsons


(619) 515-5159

ed.caillouette@parsons.com
Note
Before starting with program updates Theresa Garcia took a moment to remind attendees that this board supports 3 divisions of MESA (Mathematics Engineering Science Achievement).  These divisions include MESA Schools Program at San Diego State University and Imperial Valley School District, MESA Community College Programs at Southwestern College and San Diego City College and the MESA Engineering Program at San Diego State University.

III. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES (October 9, 2007)
A motion to approve the minutes of the October 9, 2007 meeting was made by Dolores Ventura of IEC and seconded by Alan Philpot of SPAWAR Headquarters; the minutes were then approved.
IV. PROGRAM UPDATES (all information, unless otherwise noted, given by MESA Directors)
A. Open House – held on Thursday, December 6th to formally announce National Science Foundation grant to MEP Industry Supporters and SDSU Community.  Information on how the program will work with the grant funding was provided.  
i. Task Team: MESAdvantage – (Dolores Ventura spoke on behalf of the MESAdvantage Task Team).  
The goal of the MESAdvantage Task Team is to find Team Internships for summer as part of the NSF Grant.  These internships will be funded by the grant over the next five years with eventual sustainability by industry at the end of the grant funding.  
Interested parties should complete Team Internship Interest Form (distributed at the board meeting).  These forms are not contract of commitment; they will be used by directors and task team members to dialogue with interested industry supporters.
The team will be contacting interested parties in January 2008 regarding interest and future participation in Summer 2008.  Strongly encouraged to get your interest forms in or contact one of the MESA Directors.
Board members had lots of questions as to how the program would work.  For instance, do the students have to intern in teams.  Dolores Ventura responded yes.  In order to fulfill NSF grant requirements program must stick to team internship concept.  These could be teams of 2, 3 or 4.  Theresa also mentioned that the program will work individually with each company as each may have different needs; making sure this program is successful for the students and companies.  This could mean possibly adding current MESA interns (recently hired) to this special program.  It could also mean the students could be paid by stipend through the grant in addition to receiving paycheck by interning company.  Community College students end later in the summer than university students do so we’d have to adjust schedules to fit accordingly.  These and other questions will be answered when meeting with companies individually.

In the meantime, students will be working on MESA Standards in preparation for internships.  The students we’ll recommend for internship will be those working towards completing their MESA Standards such as resumes, shadow day, MESA Training Academies, Joint Professional Development Conferences, Academic Advising and other activities so that industry receives a better polished student.
The MESAdvantage Task Team is looking for 2 to 3 more members to assist with this important component of Team Internships.  You can contact Theresa Garcia or Dolores Ventura if interested.  During the meeting Latasha Reid volunteered to become a team member.

Per Theresa Garcia, the program is currently in the process of hiring a Program Coordinator (funded by the grant) to coordinate all grant activities for all 3 campuses (SDSU, Southwestern College and San Diego City College).  Function of the new hires job will also include tracking students and their internships.

Finally, it was suggested and agreed that the NSF contract language be added to the minutes.

B. Joint Professional Development Conference – held on Thursday, December 6th directly after the Open House.  This event is actually the largest fundraiser for the student organizations of NSBE, PASE and SHPE who coordinate this event.  15 companies attend this year’s JPDC and $1250 was earned by each of the three organizations to use for their membership.  Two companies were unable to participate after the event was rescheduled due to the wildfires; and they donated their registration fee to the student organizations.
C. College Tours – Both San Diego City College and Southwestern College toured the campuses of UCSD and SDSU in the month of October.  They were able to take tours of the campuses as well as laboratories within the different disciplines.  At SDSU student toured engineering and science laboratories and had a surprise visit from Alumni and Board members who coincidently on campus for another meeting.  Special arrangements were made with UCSD so students could see engineering labs in the Spring semester.
D. Shadow Day – was held on Thursday, November 15th.  Approximately 13 companies and 60 students participated this year.  Goal for next year is to arrange more spots for science students to participate.  Evaluation from students shared overall excitement and gratitude for the shadow day opportunity.  Constructive comment included not shadowing someone in their field and not seeing anything in their field of interested their entire day.  Theresa mentioned we’ll have to work with each company individually to make sure students are getting a good experience.  We’ll also share what other companies have done over the years on shadow day.  Unfortunately, we had two students from San Diego City College who were no-shows the morning of Shadow Day.  We will continue to work towards 100% attendance from all campuses.  
Tarrence Mack mentioned that experiences such as Shadow Day give students some focus or else they get disenchanted with the curriculum.  Special thank you was given to Raytheon, Goodrich, Solar Turbines and SPAWAR for taking on students at the request of MESA Staff or taking on additional students so that all engineering majors could participate in shadow day this year.  

Unfortunately, due to a lack of pharmaceutical companies participating in shadow day about 6 students were not able to participate.  Alyson Ponomarenko has lined up contacts for next year by the time they connected in November it was too late to participate this year.  
Alan Philpott of SPAWAR headquarters mentioned that his department has more opportunities for business majors not so much for engineering (i.e. financial management, logistics, accountants).  Theresa shared that due to limited resources we cannot foster relationships with business majors in addition this is not the initiative of MESA.  It was suggested that MESA directors maybe able to put SPAWAR in touch with contacts for business.  Alyson Ponomarenko also shared that the community colleges maybe able to gather a limited number of business students but the SDSU campus would be overwhelmed due to the large number of business majors on that campus.
Alan Philpott of SPAWAR Headquarters also mentioned that he saw a nice diversity of students. 
E. Junior SHPE Chapters – The SDSU SHPE Chapter has a Junior SHPE Chapter up and running in Eastlake and one starting in Calexico.  A current SHPE Professional Gina Franco is spearheading the effort in Calexico.  This is the first junior SHPE chapter(s) in San Diego.  SHPE is looking for industry support in the form of guest speakers, volunteers for activities etc.  Please keep look out for possible requests.
F. Task Teams: Training Academies – Possible academies for the Spring 2008 semester include: CALTRANS, Northrop Grumman and SPAWAR; dates need to be scheduled.  As a reminder, Training Academies are a step deeper than Shadow Day because students are exposed to something the company employee might use at an entry level.  Training Academy is scheduled on a Friday from 8am to 4pm.
Tarrence Mack described Hamilton Sundstrand’s curriculum for their hosted Training Academy a few semesters ago.  HS gave the students a general overview of the company by showing that engineering is important but only a small part of the organization.  HS touched on Organizational Structure, Quality Assurance, Marketing, Customer Involvement and Project Management.  HS also did a short presentation on Lead Manufacturing. Hamilton Sundstrand also invited professors to attend with the students. Tarrence also shared that the main purpose of the Training Academies is to teach the students something they will not learn in the classroom.  
G. California Alliance for MESA Directors (CAMD – Community College) – was held in Lake Tahoe.  Many of the directors did not show due to the weather; this left them with a small working group.  The meeting ended with a focus on Student Learning Outcomes, and a community college website geared towards individuals (hosted by San Diego City College).  
H. MSP Director’s Meeting – was held recently and included a speaker on strategies to recruit more minorities specifically African American students, a DVD on The INNOVATORS which features a MESA Schools Program in the Bay Area and follows them to college (if anyone is interested in a copy shoot an email to Donna Goyer), and funding strategies to match funding by AT&T which brought the MSP Program back to San Diego.
V. Agenda Building For Next Meeting – Update from Advisory Board for NSF Grant (this is a special advisory board specifically to oversee the grant)

VI. Other Topics
A. Theresa Garcia introduced Eric Pamintuan to the board.  He is the new administrative support staff; possible through the STEP Grant to further develop MESA Students at the college level.
B. Discussion ensued as to whether Leadership Summit should remain at the Jamul Indian Camp because of the Presidents’ Holiday weekend.  It was decided it’s best to remain at the Jamul Indian Camp even though the date landed on Presidents’ Holiday weekend.  The Summit will therefore be held on 15-17th in Jamul which is 30 minutes away from SDSU.  Board members were invited to participate with seminars and/or team projects.  Dolores Ventura has done seminar on Ethics and Alyson would like to see session on Mock Interviews not only for questions but to discuss other related items such as dressing for an interview.  Alan Philpot mentioned that SPAWAR give their guys a list of questions to help them out.  If you need help implementing this type of workshop let him know.
C. Student Organizations will be presenting at the next meeting.

VII. Adjournment – the formal meeting adjourned at 3:20 pm but group continued with holiday reception and gift exchange.  Vice Chair, Edgar Camerino, thanked everyone for coming and wished everyone a great holiday.
VIII. Holiday Reception & Gift Exchange
Next meeting:
 Tuesday, February 12, 2008 
2:00 pm @ Hamilton Sundstrand in Kearny Mesa
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