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INDUSTRY ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

February 12, 2008

Hosted and Chaired by Tarrence Mack of Hamilton Sundstrand


I. WELCOME 

The February 12, 2008 San Diego MESA Alliance Industry Advisory Board Meeting was called to order at 2:15 pm by Vice Chair, Edgar Camerino.

II. Introductions

Members Present

Name



Company


Phone


Email

Bakhiet, Ph.D, Raga

Southwestern College MESA
(619) 482-6381

rbakhiet@swccd.edu
Camerino, Edgar

Rick Engineering Company
(619) 271-0707

ecamerino@rickengineering.com
Espinosa, Robert

NAVAIR Depot – North Island
(619) 545-2902

robert.r.espinosa@navy.mil
Funk, Charlotte


KYOCERA America, Inc.
(858) 576-2706

charlotte.funk@kyocera.com
Garcia, Theresa M. 

SDSU MESA Engr Program 
(619) 594-7704

tgarcia@mail.sdsu.edu
Garman, Erica


SPAWAR


(619) 553-5442

erica.garman@navy.mil
Goyer, Donna


SDSU MESA Schools Program
(619) 594-0299

dgoyer@projects.sdsu.edu
Mingle, Susie


RAYTHEON Company

(858) 522-4226

samingle@raytheon.com
Pamintuan, Eric


MESA/STEP


(619) 594-7419

epamintuan@projects.sdsu.edu
Ponomarenko, Ph.D, Alyson
San Diego City College MESA
(619) 388-3393

aponomar@sdccd.edu
Raissi, Farinaz


Hamilton Sundstrand

(858) 627-6800

farinaz.raissi@hs.utc.com
Thomas, Chris


CALTRANS


(619) 688-3620

chris_m_thomas@dot.ca.gov
Ventura, Dolores

Infrastructure Engineering Corp
(858) 413-2400

dventura@iecorporation.com
Villanueva, Angeline

MESA/STEP


(619) 594-2680

anvillanueva@projects.sdsu.edu
Zelkind, Lisa


Sempra Energy Utility

(858) 654-1516

lzelkind@semprautilities.com
Guest Present

Name



Company


Phone


Email

Armenta, Edgar


MESA/SHPE


(619) 773-4189

edxmon@gmail.com
Notes

· Theresa Garcia, on behalf of Tarrence Mack (who was out in Japan), took a moment to thank Maria Victoria Charles for preparing the conference room for the meeting.  

· Edgar Camerino agreed to switch positions with Tarrence Mack.  Edgar Camerino will be the new Chair and Tarrence Mack will be Vice-Chair.

· Industry Advisory Board (IAB) meetings will now be held at Rick Engineering Company, 5620 Friars Road, from 1:00 – 3:00 PM.

III. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES (December 11, 2007)
A motion to approve the minutes of the December 11, 2007 meeting was made by Dolores Ventura of IEC and seconded by Donna Goyer of SDSU MESA Schools Program; the minutes were then approved.

IV. PROGRAM UPDATES (all information, unless otherwise noted, given by MESA Directors)

A. San Diego State University (SDSU)
i. MEP
a. Student Research Symposium – will be held on February 29 and March 1, 2008 at SDSU.  The 1st annual SRS is a two day event that recognizes the outstanding scholarly accomplishments of SDSU students with special keynote speaker Dr. Irwin Jacobs of Qualcomm.  It is a university wide event so students receive e-mails about the event and also see flyers everywhere on campus.  MEP collaborated with the College of Sciences to develop the successful model.  There were more than 230 submissions.

b. Graduation and Scholarship Banquet – will be held on May 1, 2008 at the Marriott in Mission Valley.  The reception will recognize scholarship winners and graduating students.  It hasn’t moved from being an SDSU event to an Alliance event yet, however, MEP does invite alumni and staff from the other campuses.  This is the first year MEP has moved the scholarship application to SDSU’s Financial Aid website, with the intention to streamline the process.  MEP hopes to double the amount of applications generated through the online application process.  MEP is able to award scholarships only because of the generous industry board members.  MEP is seeking companies willing to become a sponsor (company sponsors will have a table for their representatives, receive recognition, and donations are tax deductible).  Natasha Celise will send out details on March 1, 2008.  Last year’s banquet provided a total of approximately $25,000.  Qualcomm donated $10,000 while the companies of alumni and other companies contributed $15,000.  Students compete against other students in the same class level (i.e. juniors versus juniors) and MEP will match the needs of the donating companies with the students when selecting student recipients.

ii. MSP
a. San Diego: MESA Video – At the previous IAB meeting several members requested copies of the PBS documentary titled The Innovators: Designing the Future, where the MESA program is prominently featured.  However, Donna Goyer stated she was unable to make additional copies for the time being due to the extensive time it took to copy the DVD.  It was unable to play on the laptop that was provided.  

b. Imperial Valley – Donna Goyer spoke on behalf of Jeanette Ramos, who was unable to attend the meeting.  MESA Day for the high schools included a number of volunteers from the board.  The middle schools will meet up on February 16, 2008.  Thus far 80 students have signed up and MSP is expecting about 120 for Saturday.  Out of the 16 schools MSP is in contact with, 13 are active.  Donna Goyer described that it is an exciting time because MSP is on target and a lot of students are talking about going to college.

B. San Diego City College (SDCC) MESA

i. The MESA Model – was presented on January 8, 2007 for a Joint Mathematics Meeting here in San Diego.  It was a 15 minute talk on the MESA Model, with an additional session intended to build diversity in higher mathematics.  Alyson Ponomarenko sat through other talks as well and concluded that MESA programs all over the state are doing remarkable things.

ii. Student Project and Research Symposium – will be held on May 7, 2008 and is in its fourth year.  The SPRS is the only symposium of its kind on the community college level.  This is an event that needs to be highlighted as it builds up confidence in students pertaining to research experience, resume polishing, etc.  Last year the SPRS was held at SDCC but Alyson Ponomarenko is afraid the SPRS will need more space.  Alyson Ponomarenko is thinking of finding a new site.

iii. Family Open House and Awards Celebration – will be held on May 24, 2008.  The FOHAC reinforces the notion that the MESA staff wants to honor their students and it is extremely important that the family piece stays intact.

C. Southwestern College (SWC) MESA

i. Congressman Bob Filner Visit – occurred on February 5, 2008.  Last fall, Congressman Bob Filner had contacted Raga Bakhiet to collaborate on a press release concerning STEP.  The outcome is the press release sheet that was distributed titled Congressman Filner Applauds Southwestern College and the STEP Partnership.  During Congressman Bob Filner’s tour of the SWC’s MESA program, Raga Bakhiet explained what MESA is all about and then let her MESA students take over.  The students demonstrated various activities and the components of MESA, such as the Academic Excellence Workshops, the MESA Student Center, the multi-structure computer lab, and also introduced Congressman Bob Filner to the various student clubs, who in turn gave short presentations.  Both faculty and staff had the opportunity to have lunch with Congressman Bob Filner.  Raga Bakhiet encouraged all IAB members to keep in touch with Congressman Bob Filner, who has a personal interest in SWC since he is proud to live in the district and uses its facilities, especially in these times of budget cuts and political interference.
ii. Science Opportunity Day – will be held on March 25, 2008, from 10 AM to 1 PM, changed from the original brochure date of March 6, 2008.  The Career Expo will be held on March 4th and 5th of 2008.  Both events are open to the general public and Raga Bakhiet encouraged all industry partners to attend.  Invitations will be sent via e-mail as soon as possible.  Industry participants thus far include:  CalTrans, IEC, NOAA, Rick Engineering, SPAWAR, UC-SC, and SDSU MEP. 
iii. End of Year Celebration – will be held on May 9, 2008 at the Aquatic Cove on Strand Beach.  There weren’t any representatives last year probably due to the late announcements.  Raga Bakhiet hopes this year industry representatives will be on hand to get the chance to mingle with SWC students.  Some student majors that will be present are all of the engineering majors (represented by SHPE), biology majors, chemistry majors, pre-health majors, and robotics (GORI).
D. Student Organization Representatives – (Secretary Edgar Armenta spoke on behalf of SDCC SHPE and a packet titled, Student Chapter Reporting Form, was distributed that included several student chapters across all campuses reporting their upcoming events).  SHPE plans on doing a Bridge Building Competition this May.  SHPE has a grant in place already, but they need professionals to judge the competition.  Edgar Camerino offered to help SHPE find judges and suggested Edgar Armenta to e-mail him.  SHPE plans to continue to use balsawood and they currently count the wood instead of weight for the competition.  Edgar Armenta noted that they have to pay extra attention in tracking the wood count because the last time some teams received extra wood which would have disqualified them.  Edgar Camerino advised Edgar Armenta to check out the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE)SDSU conference that is held annually.  If SHPE ever wanted to change the bridge material criteria, they could use Popsicle sticks for the bridges instead though it has a weight limit.  Depending on how soon SHPE gets volunteers, high school teams, and the materials will determine the date of the competition.  SHPE also have the funds for April’s Science & Engineering Day but can’t find participants from another elementary school.
V. Joint MESA Alliance Events 
A. Leadership Summit, 2/15/08 – 2/17/08, Indian Hills Camp, Jamul, CA – 5 Southern California campuses attended last year and with the money left over, the San Diego MESA Alliance (SDMA) will be able to have 1 or 2 other campuses for this year.  The Leadership Summit focuses on the top 5 strengths of the students which were discovered by taking an online test (StrengthsQuest) presented by the Gallup Organization.  All of the activities are built around how to solve problems in teams to see everyone’s strengths in action.
B. MESA Olympics, 4/19/08, 9 AM – 1 PM, San Diego City College – The 15th Annual MESA Olympics pits SDCC MESA, SWC MESA, SDSU MEP, and Imperial Valley and San Diego MESA pre-college programs together to solve technical problems for the Calculator Olympics and build and program a robot for the Robotics Challenge.  The event still needs judges and proctors.  The proctors will sit where the students are taking exams for the Calculator Olympics and will grade them afterwards.  For the Robotics Challenge, the obstacle course will be modified from last year, and the new flyer will reflect this.  Alyson Ponomarenko will have El Pollo Loco available for lunch, keeping with tradition.
VI. Task Teams
A. Training Academies - Alan Philpot of SPAWAR hosted last year and SPAWAR will host again this year on a date to be determined (this spring around April maybe).
  CALTRANS had students using Microstation (a program akin to AutoCAD’s GUI), which had them involved and seeing first hand how their class work applies to the work they are doing in the field.  Overall it was a meaningful experience.  The Training Academies are similar to Shadow Day in that they expose students to the company environment with the intent to gain skills for employment, but they differ in that Training Academies take them much further.

B. MESAdvantage
i. MESAdvantage Student Report Card Checklist - Dolores Ventura explained how 2 years ago the IAB posed the question, “How can we capture all of the skills students don’t learn in the classroom?”  One of the goals of MESA is to become a funneling organization to place students in related careers.  The MESAdvantage Student Report Card will aid that process whereas the NSF grant will fund the ‘obtain experience’ section.

ii. Summer Team Internships Update - The internship program will require that 75% of the MESAdvantage Student Report Card be completed.  Highlighted in yellow in the distributed NSF Grant contract STEP Partnership of San Diego (SPSD) packet that was distributed are items related to the free internship program.  The internship will consist of students working in teams who are matched to companies based on their majors, resumes, MESAdvantage Student Report Card, and the companies’ preferences (companies’ should provide a project description and/or desired qualifications).  The language is specific about the hours but MESA will work with industry in being flexible (to provide for companies that require extensive security, background checks, etc.)  Companies are expecting 100 hours (per student) of work in the summer.  MESA needs to know which companies are interested (it is not a full on commitment) so the processing can start on the internship program.  IAB members are getting the first shot at this program.  Robert Espinosa of NAVAIR Depot asked if the students had to work together as a team.  His concern is that his department is very large and that they may not be able to actually work together.  One resolution agreed upon was to arrange for the students to meet up at one point during their work shift.  Theresa Garcia suggested using a luncheon for the students to meet the industry representatives, to kick off the summer team internship program with a reception at the end of the summer, and where they can receive possible stipends and present their work.

VII. Other Topics:

A. Theresa Garcia explained that Eric Pamintuan will be taking over Natasha Celise’s duties regarding taking minutes.  She also introduced Angeline Villanueva as the new program coordinator for the National Science Foundation (NSF) Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) Talent Expansion Program grant.  Angeline’s main tasks will be to carry out the functions provided by the grant.  Both Eric and Angeline are housed at SDSU but do work for all three campuses (SDCC, SDSU, and SWC).
VIII. Building agenda for next meeting – Update on summer team internships.
IX. Adjournment – The formal meeting adjourned at 3:33 PM.

Next meeting:
 TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2008

1:00 – 3:00 PM
 @ RICK ENGINEERING COMPANY

5620 FRIARS ROAD

San Diego, CA  92110-2596



















� Date and times have since been changed, IAB meetings will now be held on the 2nd Wednesday every other month from 1:30 – 3:30 PM.


� Training Academy (SPAWAR) will be on April 18, 2008.


� The date has since been changed to Wednesday, April 9�, 2008.


� The time has since been changed to 1:30 – 3:30 PM.
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