[image: image1.jpg]Mathematics
Engineering
Science
Achievement






INDUSTRY ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
February 17, 2010
Chaired and hosted by Edgar Camerino of Rick Engineering Company
I. Welcome & introductions
The February 17, 2010 San Diego MESA Alliance (SDMA) Industry Advisory Board (IAB) meeting was called to order at 1:40 pm by Edgar Camerino of Rick Engineering Company.  E. Camerino thanked everyone for their flexibility since the meeting was moved up a week.
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II. Review and approval of minutes (December 9, 2009)
A motion to approve the minutes of the December 9, 2009 meeting was made by N. Celise of SDSU MEP and seconded by D. Ventura of Infrastructure Engineering Corporation; the minutes were then approved.
III. Discussion topic – Resource development
As discussed during December 9th IAB meeting, the IAB handbook was revisited since its last update in July 1999 for revamping and to increase participation of current board members and recruit new board members.  T. Garcia brought a draft of the updated handbook and shared it with the board.  

E. Camerino said the Committee Task Force is an area in which board members who may not want the responsibility of Chair or Vice Chair could further assist MESA and the board.  M. Charles also suggested that these committees should be steered by board members and not by MESA staff.

In response to the selection of Chair, Vice Chair, and Task Force Chair, T. Garcia detailed that nominations begin in April, the board votes in June, and new officers start positions in August.  The board felt, if necessary, each task force could collectively select its own leader. It was also suggested that an organizational chart be added to the handbook; and should include an appendix of former Chairs.

With the changes made by those present, a final copy could be shared at the April 14th Board and Open House/Orientation meeting.  A motion to approve the handbook was made by M. Charles of Hamilton Sundstrand and seconded by R. Bakhiet; the handbook was then approved with suggested changes.  
A. IAB Members Phone Tree

Again, in its attempt to increase participation of current board members and recruit new board members; the board felt it was a good time to review board membership.  A phone tree was created where the board members present divided the names to contact inactive members, members that don’t attend meetings, companies with multiple members, and others, to reconnect and invite to the Open House/Orientation planned for April 14th.  Any information gathered should be sent to Natasha Celise at ncelise@mail.sdsu.edu  for updating the database by the end of the month.

Student organization presidents were removed from the board listing but they can still attend meetings and make announcements.  Professional Chapter president’s will remain listed as potential members and will become members of the Professional Development Task Force.

The April 14th meeting (Open House/Orientation) will be from 1-3 pm. T. Garcia mentioned that there is some alumni budget to take care of food and drinks for the April 14th meeting; giving E. Camerino and Rick Engineering a break from providing refreshments.  It was suggested that this meeting should give MESA Directors an opportunity to present their centers and excite the audience.  It was also suggested that successful alumni or current students should also attend.

IV. Updates
A. Joint San Diego MESA Alliance (SDMA) events
i. Leadership Summit (2/19-2/21/2010) – T. Garcia shared that the summit is this coming weekend, with students from three MESA college campuses attending.  It is partially sponsored by a grant from PBS&J.  Student attendees will go through Strengths Quest training, Team Building Projects, as well as a Professional Development Presentation by D. Ventura of IEC. 
ii. Spring Training Academies (3/19/2010) – T. Garcia shared that Alan Philpot and SPAWAR has offered to host this Spring Training Academy.  In the past, CalTrans has introduced the students to Micro Station while Hamilton Sundstrand introduced students to Six Sigma.  This is the main premise of the training academies - to introduce students to a skill set they may not learn in the classroom but may be required of them as industry professionals.  
iii. MESA Calculator Olympics & Robotics Challenge (4/17/2010) – volunteers are needed as judges, proctors, and graders for this event.  It will be held at San Diego City College.  This is a two part competition where students take a challenging test on Calculus, Physics, Chemistry, and Engineering problems at 3 different levels.  The second part of the challenge is the robotics competition where students program a robot according to competition rules. M. Charles of Hamilton Sundstrand and B. Lutes of IEC both volunteered for this event.

iv. 2010 NSF/MESA Summer Team Internship – Approximately 70 applications from three MESA college campuses have been received.  The process is simple; companies can interview and select interns.  Students will be practicing for interviews when they attend the Mock Interview and Resume Critique Seminar on March 15th.  Northrop Grumman will present and will conduct some of the mock interviews and resume critiques but we still need more industry volunteers to cover all the time slots available to students.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact Angeline Yang at ayang@projects.sdsu.edu or 619-594-2680.
B. MESA Program key updates
i. Pre College MESA Days for Middle and High School Students will be held on March 6th.  The Middle School Regional Competition will be held on March 27th in Imperial Valley, the High School Regional Competition will be held in Riverside on April 17th, Statewide Championships will be held at UC Santa Barbara on May 8th, and the National Championships will be held from June 25th – June 28th in Colorado.  Some board members inquired which schools are specifically MESA Schools in San Diego.  It was recommended that a list be shared with board members at the next meeting.  
ii. SDSU MESA Engineering Program (MEP) is still in need of scholarship funds for students.  At this point, there will be a handful of scholarships presented to MEP/MSP students, thanks to industry sponsorship and anonymous alumni.  CalTrans PECG announced it will donate $125 towards the scholarship.  This year the reception will be held at Scripps Cottage at SDSU.  This is a smaller venue which is more cost manageable versus previous locations of the Marriott hotel and Montezuma Hall in the Aztec Center.  

iii. The SDSU MEP alumni chapter raised $20,000 at special event for an SDSU MEP alumnus, who was recently a victim of a paralyzing auto accident.  
iv. The Southwestern College Science Opportunity Day will be on March 23, 2010.  Campus services and various companies provide information about their respective programs.  R. Bakhiet gave a special thank you to D. Ventura of IEC, who attended last year.  D. Ventura mentioned she used that day to ask for preliminary interviews for SWC MESA students.  Three ended up being hired for summer internships.  
Also, at a recent MESA Director’s meeting, R. Bakhiet was connected with local Congressman Marty Block shared with him documents and photographs related to MESA.  If there is interest by the board, something should be set up to meet with local representatives when they are in town and visit as a board.
v. San Diego City College was reported by T. Garcia on behalf of the SDCC MESA Director, Rafael Alvarez. T. Garcia is focusing on ‘Foundations for Learning’.  Per R. Alvarez, it was found in one Calculus course that 100% of MESA students, compared to 29% of non-MESA students, passed the course.
vi. For calendar/information on upcoming MESA Alliance events which includes all 5 San Diego MESA Programs (San Diego State University – MSP,  Imperial Valley – MSP, San Diego City College – MESA, San Diego State University – MEP, and Southwestern College – MESA) go to http://alliance.sdccmesa.com. 
vii. The group discussed fundraising from Alumni to help with program funding.  E. Camerino felt that the program provides so much to students that they should give back.  D. Ventura of IEC felt that this may not be a good idea, especially to attempt this year on a short notice.  This topic was tabled for future discussion.

C. Other topics
i. Company announcements – B. Balazs of Raytheon shared information on “WOW That’s Engineering” sponsored by SWE.  The event will be held on Saturday, August 7, 2010 at Grossmont Center Mall.
V. Building agenda for next meeting
A. Fundraising from Alumni to help with program funding.

VI. Adjournment
The formal meeting adjourned at 3:30 pm.
Minutes submitted by N. Celise on March 10, 2010.

NEXT MEETING ~ Open House/Orientation


Wednesday, April 14, 2010


1:30 – 3:30 PM


Rick Engineering Company


5620 Friars Road, San Diego, CA 92110-2596
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