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INDUSTRY ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
February 4, 2009
Chaired and hosted by Edgar Camerino of Rick Engineering Company
I. WELCOME 

The February 4, 2009 San Diego MESA Alliance (SDMA) Industry Advisory Board (IAB) meeting was called to order at 1:39 pm by Edgar Camerino.
II. Introductions

Members Present

Name



Company


Phone


Email
Camerino, Edgar

Rick Engineering Company
(619) 271-0707

ecamerino@rickengineering.com
Bakhiet, Ph.D., Raga

Southwestern College MESA
(619) 482-6381

rbakhiet@swccd.edu


Balazs, Brett


Raytheon Company

(858) 522-3056

brett_balazs@raytheon.com
Faltaous, Michelle

County of San Diego–Public Works
(858) 874-4018

michelle.faltaous@sdcounty.ca.gov
Garcia, Theresa


SDSU MEP


(619) 594-5679

tgarcia@mail.sdsu.edu
Gooden, Carol


Nasland Engineering

(858) 292-7770

carolg@nasland.com
Goyer, Donna


SDSU MSP


(619) 594-0299

dgoyer@projects.sdsu.edu
Lutes, Brianna


Infrastructure Engineering Corp.
(858) 413-2400

blutes@iecorporation.com
Mack, Tarrence


Hamilton Sundstrand

(858) 627-6719

tarrence.mack@hs.utc.com
Pamintuan, Eric


SPSD/MESA


(619) 594-7419

epamintuan@projects.sdsu.edu
Ponomarenko, Ph.D, Alyson
San Diego City College MESA
(619) 388-3393

aponomar@sdccd.edu
Rower, Judith


BAE Systems


(858) 592-5547

judith.rower@baesystems.com
Thomas, Chris


Caltrans


(619) 688-3620

chris_m_thomas@dot.ca.gov
Ventura, Dolores

Infrastructure Engineering Corp.
(858) 413-2400

dventura@iecorporation.com
Yang, Angeline Villanueva
SPSD/MESA


(619) 594-2680

ayang@projects.sdsu.edu
Guest(s) Present

Name



Company


Phone


Email

Abu-Bakr, Al Jafri

Caltrans


(858) 688-1479

abu_bakt_h_aljafri@dot.ca.gov
Carter, Christopher-Lorenzo
SD City College NSBE/Pacific Nautilus
(619) 628-7103

christophercarter@pacificnautilus.org
Keeton, Steven


Pacific Nautilus


(858) 201-9850

keeton1001@yahoo.com
Taylor, Kiedra


San Diego City College NSBE
(619) 453-3445

mistyblue706@gmail.com
III. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES (December 10, 2008)
A motion to approve the minutes of the December 10, 2008 meeting was made by Dolores Ventura of IEC and seconded by Donna Goyer of SDSU MSP and Carol Gooden of NASLAND Engineering; the minutes were then approved.
IV. PROGRAM UPDATES (all information, unless otherwise noted, given by MESA directors)
A. SDSU MESA Engineering Program (MEP)
i. Jr Shadow Day – 2/18/09, 9-2pm – SDSU MEP will host approximately 26 pre-college students from SDSU MSP and Imperial Valley MSP middle and high schools so that they can shadow SDSU MEP students to their classes, around SDSU’s campus, and acquire a good experience of college.  Lunch will also be provided.  One school participating is currently non-MESA but after the event the hope is that they will consider becoming part of MESA through Donna Goyer’s MSP.
ii. NAMEPA 30th Anniversary Conference – 2/26-2/28/09, Los Angeles – The National Association of Multicultural Engineering Program Advocates, Inc. (NAMEPA) is mostly made up of MEP directors, although there are some pre-college and industry affiliates who make up membership as well.  Each MEP center nominated 3 students and SDSU MEP’s 3 students were all accepted as part of the 100 total nominated.  Theresa Garcia and Natasha Celise will be accompanying the 3 students to the Century Plaza in Los Angeles for the 30th Anniversary Conference, with catering by Wolfgang Puck.  Alyson Ponomarenko shared the fact that Theresa Garcia was awarded Top Director honors at the 2007 NAMEPA Conference in Baltimore.  Dr. James Tarbox accepted the award on her behalf as Theresa Garcia was unaware of the nomination and had already flew back to San Diego to assist the SDSU Society of Hispanic Professional Engineering (SHPE) with their student organization activities.  If any IAB members are interested in engaging with 100 students, 75-100 MEP directors, and 25-50 company representatives from across the nation, registration is still open at http://namepa.org and some IAB members’ companies may already be attending the event or sponsoring it (i.e. BAE Systems) through giveaways or other materials to be included with the registration packets.
iii. Graduation & Scholarship Banquet – 5/4/09, 4-8pm, SDSU Montezuma Hall – Scholarship recipients, Academic Excellence Workshop leaders, graduating and high achieving students will be honored at the upcoming SDSU MEP/MSP Graduation & Scholarship Banquet.  SDSU MEP is looking for sponsors for event and/or scholarships.  Natasha Celise is currently working on formal invitations.

B. SDSU MESA Schools Program (MSP)

i. MESA Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) Conference – 5/14/09 – Chris Rivers from MESA Statewide hopes to raise $750,000 between the years 2009 and 2011 to keep the SDSU MSP going and is seeking IAB members who would be willing to present at the conference.
ii. MESA Days – Donna Goyer distributed a sign-up/donation sheet amongst the IAB.  Members can volunteer or donate by contacting Donna Goyer at dgoyer@projects.sdsu.edu. 
a. MESA Days Prelims – 3/14/09, 8-4pm, SDSU Campanile Walkway 
b. Jr. Regionals – 4/18/09, 8-4pm, SDSU Campanile Walkway – Teams from all over Southern California compete at this event so in essence if IAB members cannot decide which event to volunteer for; Jr. Regionals tends to be more exciting in that aspect.
iii. San Diego Science Alliance’s Annual High Tech Fair – 3/11/09, 8:30-2pm, Del Mar Fairgrounds – The greater San Diego region schools (K-12) host booths and hands on type displays related to science and engineering for visitors to interact with.  More information can be found at http://sdsa.org.
iv. San Diego Science Festival Expo Day – 4/4/09, 10:30-6pm, Balboa Park – SDMA will be represented along with SDSU MSP at a booth for Expo Day, which is the finale to the month long science event at Balboa Park.  More information can be found at http://sdsciencefestival.com. 
C. SDSU Imperial Valley MSP – Donna Goyer spoke on behalf of Jeanette Ramos.
i. LEGO Robotics Competition recap – 12/13/08 – Over 400 students, parents, and advisors attended which included 8 high schools and 9 middle schools from Imperial Valley.
ii. MESA Days – 2/21/09, 9-3pm, Imperial Valley College – Director Jeanette Ramos was preparing for MESA Days and therefore unable to attend meetings in San Diego.
D. City College MESA

i. CAMD meeting – 2/10/09, San Diego City College – The MESA Center at San Diego City College is being prepped for the 30+ MESA Community College Program (MCCP) directors who will be attending the California Association of MESA Directors (CAMD) meeting.
ii. 5th Annual Student Project and Research Symposium – 5/6/09 – City College students will present their work from classes and research projects.  Last year the symposium was the only one of its kind among Jr Colleges.  This type of dynamic may have helped it garner # 7among top Jr Colleges on http://ratemyprofessor.com.
E. Southwestern College MESA

i. Science Opportunity Day – 3/24/09, 10-1pm, SWC MSE Quad – This is SWC MESA’s signature event that is held once a year in spring.  Company representatives, campus programs, and student organizations are among the many participants with tables’ setup to network with attendees.  UCSD will be holding a panel immediately after the event to field questions from students and parents alike.  Dr. Raga Bakhiet will be sending invitations by the end of the month with details such as how SWC MESA students can handle the entire setup for participating companies.  

F. Student organization representatives
 – San Diego City College National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) President Kiedra Taylor, Vice-President Christopher-Lorenzo Carter and Pacific Nautilus Project Manager Steven Keeton.
i. San Diego City College NSBE – currently has 50 total members, with 15-20 active.  The chapter at San Diego City College just started last semester as there has never been a NSBE organization on campus before.  Christopher-Lorenzo Carter emphasized the point that although the title of the organization states ‘black’, the organization is open to all students who wish to lend a helping hand.
a. Community Outreach – Kiedra Taylor reemphasized the notion of the chapters’ diversity in its membership and its goal in reaching out to those in need.  NSBE is raising money in cooperation with Heifer International to donate livestock to a village in Africa, presenting to middle and high schools the benefits of a college education, and working with local retail companies on fundraising opportunities such as Scratchers, Valentine’s Day grams, etc.
b. Academics – NSBE extends MESA opportunities to non-MESA students such as those majoring in the medical fields by opening tutoring services to them.  This coincided with their mission to share all information amongst all students and not just those within the organization or in MESA.  
ii. Pacific Nautilus – is a non-profit organization committed to helping college students obtain engineering experience that will translate into the natural work environment.  All projects are voted upon by NSBE and MESA.  Steven Keeton noted that membership is open to any college student with open recruitment.  Currently Pacific Nautilus is looking for computer science majors with programming experience, mechanical engineers, and engineers with electronics and soldering experience to aid the group with its upcoming bid in the Association for Unmanned Vehicle Systems International (AUVSI) competitions, which include the Autonomous Surface Vehicle competition and the Intelligent Ground Vehicle competitions that take place in late June.  In 2008, the 1st place team spent $70,000 on their vehicle while Pacific Nautilus spent less than half of that amount and earned 9th place honors, out of a 27 team competition.  The team was the only community college in the competition and won the most improved award.  Christopher-Lorenzo Carter explained his previous experience in the competitions but will be doing a first dry run as a team soon and is ecstatic about their teams’ vehicle and control system layer as no one has done it before and it enables the team to connect and disconnect sensors to each vehicle with mission specific software.  More information can be found at http://pacificnautilus.org/.  Tarrence Mack suggested that the team come out to Hamilton Sundstrand and other companies to present to engineers who can potentially sponsor.
V. Joint MESA Alliance Events

A. Leadership Summit – 2/27-3/1/09, Indian Hills Camp in Jamul – PBS&J donated funds to allow for this year’s Leadership Summit to expand beyond San Diego.  Ventura College and high schools from the Imperial Valley MSP were invited.  Students invited to the Leadership Summit take a Strengths Quest test online prior to the trip which outlines their strengths.  The entire agenda, save for some fun activities such as a zip line activity, run through and fine tune these strengths so that the students will be able to lead groups and become leaders academically and professionally.  Dolores Ventura facilitates an ethics presentation which is useful for student organization officers.   
B. Calculator Olympics & Robotics Challenge – 4/18/09, 9-3pm, San Diego City College – The robotics course and the calculator exams are currently being redone.  Thus far SDMA is looking at 10 teams for both the Calculator Olympics and the Robotics Challenge, with 2 of the teams consisting of high school students from Morse and High Tech.  Brianna Lutes and Carol Gooden were proctors for the exams last year and may proctor again.  Carol Gooden shared that her son is in an engineering academy at Patrick Henry.  Unfortunately for SDMA, Patrick Henry does not meet MESA’s API to be part of Donna Goyer’s SDSU MSP.  Nonetheless, Alyson Ponomarenko mentioned that if Carol Gooden brings her son to the event, he would be able to record the effort as community service for his school.
VI. Task Teams

A. MESAdvantage
i. 2009 summer team internships – Angeline Yang is awaiting confirmation from BIOCOMM to participate in the summer team internship and provided the IAB with an updated list of participants.  The recruitment process is still open for any companies interested.  On February 27th student applications will be due and in early March participating companies will start to receive resumes.  Resumes can be requested to be sent earlier, if needed.  Northrop Grumman will be facilitating a presentation on interview techniques and may also facilitate a mock interview workshop from 1:30-2:20 PM.  Angeline Yang distributed a signup sheet with different time sessions to volunteer for ‘mock interview workshops’ (at 30 minute intervals) and ‘resume and cover letter critique workshops’ (at 15-20 minute intervals, all workshops from 2:30-4:30 PM).  Contact Angeline Yang at ayang@projects.sdsu.edu if your company will need resumes at an earlier date, is interested in participating in the summer team internship program, or would like to volunteer for any of the workshops.
B. Spring Training Academies – are like an industry version of Shadow Day in that students shadow engineers during the work day.  Both Caltrans and Hamilton Sundstrand had hosted prior Training Academies and had students working at micro stations, learning about ‘lean manufacturing’, how businesses operate, and other real world experiences and aspects of business that is not learned in a classroom.  If interested in hosting a future Training Academy, please contact Theresa Garcia at tgarcia@mail.sdsu.edu. 
i. Caltrans – 3/27/09, 9-2pm – Theresa Garcia thanked Chris Thomas of Caltrans for hosting a spring training academy despite the California instated reduction of work hours.  A large portion of the students attending will be Civil Engineering majors.  NSBE’s National Conference will be in session during this day and it is also the Friday before SDSU’s spring break.
ii. Hamilton Sundstrand, TBD – Tarrence Mack could not commit to a date due to the possibility of having to reschedule and will contact Theresa Garcia to finalize a date.
VII. Other Topics

A. Company announcements – Theresa Garcia has not heard of any problems with graduating students obtaining jobs though some are attending graduate school which can potentially be a result of not being able to obtain a job and those who were interning are being kept on whilst supervisors are being laid off due to salary.  

i. Raytheon – is hiring system engineers.

ii. Hamilton Sundstrand – is hiring engineers in the project and design fields.
iii. Nasland Engineering – is celebrating its 50th anniversary.

B. Joint Planning Conference (JPC) – Raytheon hosted the JPC last year and will host it again this year in August.  Qualcomm has been the traditional sponsor for the event which is geared towards providing incoming student organization officers the leadership and team building skills required to successfully run a student organization.
VIII. Building agenda for next meeting
A. Student organization representatives – Edgar Camerino suggested that 2 student organizations should be scheduled to present at future IAB meetings instead of 1.  This would also alleviate the agenda item if a student organization were to cancel, as the hope is that the other will be present.  The pre-set rotation does not have to be changed unless it causes a student organization to present at back to back IAB meetings.
IX. Adjournment – The formal meeting adjourned at 2:56 PM.







Next meeting:


Wednesday, April 8, 2009 


1:30 – 3:30 PM


Rick Engineering Company


5620 Friars Road, San Diego, CA 92110-2596
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