
San Diego MESA Alliance

Industry Advisory Board
 Wednesday June 8 2011



Welcome & Introductions

Chair –
Brianna Lutes 

of 
Infrastructure 
Engineering 
Company

Host & Vice 
chair –

Maria Charles 
of 

Hamilton 
Sundstrand

Introductions

Please sign-in 
on 

attendance 
roster



Review & Approval of minutes

Review past meeting minutes

Changes

Motion to approve

Second

Call to vote



SDMA Pipeline Spotlight

 San Diego State University 

MESA Engineering Program (MEP)

Maximizing Science Potential (MSP)

◦ Graduates

◦ Scholarship recipients



Development

San Diego MESA Alliance 
brochure

Results of California Space 
Grant Consortium (CaSGC)

New National Science 
Foundation (NSF) STEP grant







California Space Grant Consortium 

(CaSGC)

$1500 stipend at 1200 
hours each for 3 

students (one at SDSU, 
SDCC, and SWC)

Research with SDSU 
Aerospace Dept. Dr. 
Jacobs & his graduate 

student

Outreach to MESA 
pre-college students at 
a local middle school

Trip to Ruben H. Fleet 
- Nierman Challenger 
Learning Center as 

chaperones.



Current National Science 

Foundation (NSF) STEP grant

Grant ends September 2012

Grant goals and objectives (STEM-focus based on 
MESA model):

• Increase student participation

• Increase student retention

• Increase student graduation rate 

• Increase number of internship and research opportunities

• Promote post-grad opportunities



New National Science Foundation 

(NSF) STEP grant

Will enhance current NSF grant goals by:
Formally 

including the 
MESA Schools 

Programs in San 
Diego & Imperial 

Valley

Introducing 
summer bridge 
program and 
mentoring

Emphasizing the 
San Diego MESA 
Alliance pipeline

Proposal due ~ Sep./Oct. 2011



NSF/MESA Summer Team Internship

Interns filled:   SDSU-10    SWC-13    City-7

• Need Industry Spots at City College

MESA can serve 36 students through the NSF grant

• Summer 2010: 57 students matched, 36 paid by NSF Grant

Current list of companies

• Engr: Caltrans, Kennedy Jenks, Malcolm Pirnie, MWH Global, 
NAVAIR, SDSU-Research Dr. Gordon Lee, SPAWAR, SPAWAR-
Teaching, SWC-Research Professor Jerry Selah 

• Sci: Ambient Controls, Anza-Borrego Desert State park 
Paleontology Society, Assure Controls, Bio4Front, City- Research 
Professor Lisa Chaddock, Naviscan, San Diego Coastkeeper, 
Spectrum Scientific



NSF/MESA Summer Team Internship

Save the date!!!

Summer Team Internship 
Reception

San Diego State University

Parma Payne Goodall Alumni Center

Tuesday August 2nd 2011

1:30 - 3:30 pm



Industry feedback

Interviewing for 
internships

• What part of the 
interview process do 
students need to 
improve?

• Student disclosure –
How much is too much?

Internship/job 
evaluation

• How are interns holding 
up?

• Other feedback



San Diego Region Joint Planning 

Conference (JPC)

Hosted by

Friday August 5 2011, ~ 8:00 – 4:00 pm

Student diversity engineering and science organization officers

Professional chapter representatives

Campuses:

• Universities:  SDSU, UCSD

• Community Colleges:  San Diego City College, Southwestern 
College



Olympics & Robotics Challenge

Saturday,  April 30, 2011 at San Diego City 
College

Industry/alumni volunteers:  Jeri Perez of 
NAVAIR and Maria Charles of Hamilton 
Sundstrand

12 8 GB USB flash drives and 12 $10 iTunes gift 
cards donated by Maria Charles

Over 80 MESA students from SDSU, City, 
Southwestern colleges and Imperial Valley high 
schools participated in exams / robotics.



End of Year Celebrations

SDSU MEP/MSP 
Graduation & 

Scholarship Reception

Thursday, May 5, 2011

4:00 – 6:00 pm

SDSU Parma Payne 
Goodall Alumni 

Center



End of Year Celebrations

San Diego City 
College MESA 
Family Open 

House & Awards 
Ceremony

Friday, May 20, 
2011 at 2:00 pm

San Diego City 
College MESA 
Center, L 115



End of Year Celebrations

Southwestern 
College MESA 

Awards 
Ceremony

Friday, May 6, 2011 
at 5:00 – 7:30 pm

Southwestern 
College MSE quad 
and Building 330 

patio



End of Year Celebrations

San Diego MESA 
Schools Program 
Awards Banquet / 
Senior Recognition 

Ceremony

Thursday, June 2, 2011

Balboa Park Club 
Ballroom



End of Year Celebrations

Imperial Valley MESA 
Schools Program 
Admit Reception

Thursday, April 28, 
2011

5:00 pm

SDSU Imperial Valley 
Campus



MESA Programs Key Updates



Other topics

Agenda building

Company 
announcements?

• Next meeting:

• Wednesday August 10 2011

• 1:00 – 3:00 pm

• San Diego State University

Adjournment


