Walk On Water Official Rules

Southwestern College Pool
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The Walk On Water Competition is a competition involving the design of floating shoes to be used to cross the length of a swimming pool.  The shoes will be “piloted” by an individual in a timed event against other “shoe pilots”.  Original, innovative designs are encouraged, as is the use of recycled material.  Minor modifications of items such as boats, surfboards, body boards, etc. are not within the spirit of the competition.

This competition is intended as a preparation for the University of San Diego Walk-On-Water Competition to be held during the spring of 2010.  To keep these events aligned as closely as possible, the rules for this event are modeled from the 2002 University of San Diego Walk-On-Water Competition:

1. Each entry must consist of two separate and mirror image floating shoes, not to exceed 8' in length, such that one person can operate and control the shoes using only his or her feet. External propulsion devices are prohibited. This is a human powered apparatus. 

2. All materials are allowable (as long as they do not harm or alter the swimming pool); however, shoes designed from recyclable materials are encouraged. Acceptable recyclable items are defined as those items found in the "Recycling Guide" provided by Waste Management of San Diego for the City of San Diego Recycling Program. 

3. Expenditures for each team shall be limited to $100.00. Estimated value of donated materials shall be included in the total. 

4. A slalom course must be traversed from one end of the pool to the other. The shoe pilot must maneuver around two floating "flags", placed at approximately 1/3 and 2/3 the length of the course. 

5. The "shoe-pilot" will be required to maintain a vertical position above the shoes at all times. 

6. No supports or secondary assist devices (poles, ropes, rods, etc.) may be used by the pilot to maintain the required vertical stance.

7. The shoes cannot in any way engage any part of the body above the knees. 

8. The pilot will put the shoes on at the water's edge. A support team of up to six people may assist in the application of the shoes and in the transition from sitting to the officially sanctioned vertical position. Once vertical, no assistance may be offered until the pilot arrives at the far end of the swimming pool. 

9. The starting line is either when the backs of the shoes are in contact with the starting edge of the pool or when the front of the shoes is 8' from the starting edge of the pool.

10. The competition is tentatively divided into the following categories: 

· high school students. 

· college/university students. 

· industry and other community participants. 

11. Each team will participate in a series of one or more races within their division, with the fastest crossing times used to determine the winning team of each category.  Further guidelines concerning the advancement of teams will be presented on the day of the event.

12. All participants are required to fill out and complete an official entry form, which must be returned to MESA Walk on Water; Southwestern College School of Math, Science and Engineering; 900 Otay Lakes Rd.; Chula Vista, CA 91910-7299 (Fax: 619.482.6503) prior to 12:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 7th, 2009. The event will take place on Saturday, October 10th, 2009 starting at 10:00 AM at the Southwestern College pool. Industry participants and professional engineers must submit a twenty-five dollar entry fee along with their application form. 

13. Safety guidelines will be provided to each entry. The guidelines must be strictly followed. Failure to comply with the safety guidelines may lead to disqualification. Lifeguards will be in/around the water at all times and will be available to assist "wet" shoe-pilots. A mechanism for quick release of the shoe pilot from the buoyancy shoes is mandatory.
14. Penalties for rule infractions include: 
(
5 second penalty for every dollar over $100 limit.
(
30 second penalty for every inch over 8'.
(
60 second penalty for safety violations.
(
120 second penalty for attaching buoyancy shoes together.
(
240 second penalty for not maneuvering around a flag.
(
240 second penalty for attachment above knees.
(
240 second penalty for secondary assist devices.
(
Disqualification for infraction of propulsion rule
(
Disqualification for aid to shoe pilot while traversing the pool.
(
Disqualification for use of boats, surfboards, body boards, etc.
(
Disqualification for not including a quick-release mechanism in shoe design.

15. The rulings of the judges are final.  There are no appeals.

Please send questions or comments to: rbakhiet@swccd.edu 
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